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Shakespeare's Comedy of Errors Activity Sheet 
(worksheet	based	off	Playing	with	Plays	Comedy	of	Errors)	

Name:	_________________________	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Date:	_________________________	
	

Let's	dive	deeper	into	this	hilarious	play	of	mistaken	identities!	

Part 1: Matching Characters and Their Roles 
Draw	a	line	to	match	the	character	on	the	left	with	their	primary	role	or	connection	in	the	play.	Be	careful,	as	some	
characters	have	multiple	interactions!	
	

1.	Egeon		 	 	 	 	 a.	The	wife	desperately	seeking	her	husband	
2.	Antipholus	of	Ephesus		 	 	 b.	Mistaken	for	his	twin	and	falls	in	love	with	his	sister-in-law	
3.	Dromio	of	Syracuse			 	 	 c.	Faces	execution	for	being	from	Syracuse	
4.	Adriana			 	 	 	 	 d.	The	goldsmith	expecting	payment	for	a	chain	
5.	Angelo		 	 	 	 	 e.	Constantly	confused	by	the	strange	events	in	Ephesus	
6.	Antipholus	of	Syracuse		 	 	 f.	Locked	out	of	his	house	and	accused	of	being	possessed	
7.	Lady	Abbess	(Emilia)		 	 	 g.	The	wife	wondering	why	her	husband	is	acting	so	strange	
	

Part 2: Multiple Choice - Understanding the Chaos 
Choose	the	best	answer	for	each	question	based	on	the	events	in	the	play.	
	

1.	Why	is	Egeon	in	Ephesus	and	in	danger	of	execution?	

a)	He	stole	money	from	the	Duke.	

b)	He	is	from	Syracuse,	and	there	is	a	law	against	it.	

c)	He	insulted	a	merchant.	

d)	He	refused	to	pay	for	a	gold	chain.	

	

2.	What	mistaken	belief	leads	Adriana	to	confront	Antipholus	of	Syracuse?	

a)	She	thinks	he	stole	her	jewelry.	

b)	She	believes	he	is	late	for	dinner	and	acting	strangely.	

c)	She	thinks	he	has	been	talking	rudely	to	Luciana.	

d)	She	saw	him	with	another	woman.	
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3.	Why	does	Antipholus	of	Syracuse	believe	the	town	is	full	of	"cozenage"	and	possibly	witches?	

a)	People	keep	asking	him	for	money	he	doesn't	owe.	

b)	He	is	constantly	mistaken	for	someone	else	by	people	he	doesn't	know.	

c)	His	servant	seems	to	have	acquired	a	wife	and	made	dinner	arrangements	without	his	knowledge.	

d)	All	of	the	above.	

	

4.	What	profession	does	Dr.	Pinch	have	in	addition	to	being	a	"nighttime	conjurer"?	

a)	Baker.	

b)	Goldsmith.	

c)	Schoolteacher.	

d)	Innkeeper.	

	

5.	How	is	the	long-lost	family	of	Egeon	finally	reunited?	

a)	Egeon	recognizes	Antipholus	of	Ephesus	on	the	street.	

b)	The	Duke	investigates	Adriana's	claims	and	uncovers	the	truth.	

c)	The	Lady	Abbess	reveals	her	identity	as	Emilia,	their	mother,	and	the	other	Antipholus	and	Dromio	appear.	

d)	All	of	the	above	

Part 3: Cause and Effect 
Briefly	explain	the	direct	consequence	of	each	of	the	following	events:	

•	Egeon	arrives	in	Ephesus	from	Syracuse:	

•	Dromio	of	Ephesus	mistakes	Antipholus	of	Syracuse	for	his	master:	

•	Angelo	gives	a	gold	chain	to	Antipholus	of	Syracuse	without	being	asked:	

•	Antipholus	of	Ephesus	is	locked	out	of	his	own	house:	
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Part 4: Shakespearean Lingo (from our modified version!) 
Some	lines	in	the	play	are	highlighted	as	actual	lines	from	the	original	Shakespeare	work.	Find	the	highlighted	line	
in	the	play	that	best	matches	the	meaning	of	the	modern	phrase	below	and	write	it	down,	along	with	the	character	
who	says	it	and	the	Act/Scene	number.	

Example:	“I	owe	him	money.”	

Original	Shakespearean	Line:	I	stand	debted	to	this	gentleman.	

Character:	Angelo		 Act/Scene:	Act	4	Scene	1	

1.	"They	have	escaped.”	

Original	Shakespearean	Line:	_________________________________________________________________________	

Character:	_________________________	Act/Scene:	_________	

2.	"I	don't	know	you."	

Original	Shakespearean	Line:	_________________________________________________________________________	

Character:	_________________________	Act/Scene:	_________	

3.	"You	came	back	fast.”	

Original	Shakespearean	Line:	_________________________________________________________________________	

Character:	_________________________	Act/Scene:	_________	
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Part 5: Creative Response 
Imagine	you	are	a	news	reporter	in	Ephesus	covering	the	bizarre	events	of	this	day.	Write	a	short	news	report	
(approximately	100-150	words)	summarizing	the	confusion	caused	by	the	two	sets	of	twins.	Be	sure	to	mention	
some	of	the	key	misunderstandings	and	the	eventual	surprising	resolution.	
	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

	

Bonus Question: 
The	playwright,	Brendan	P.	Kelso,	mentions	that	the	plays	are	intended	to	be	"melodramatically	fun!".	In	your	own	
words,	what	does	"melodramatic"	mean,	and	can	you	identify	one	or	two	moments	in	the	play	where	the	
characters'	reactions	or	the	situation	is	particularly	over-the-top	or	exaggerated	for	comedic	effect?	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

	


