A Midsummer Night's Dream for Middle Schoolers
(Worksheet is based on the Playing With Plays version)

Name: Date:

Part 1: Understanding the Conflicts

At the beginning of *A Midsummer Night's Dream?*, there are several important conflicts. Identify three main
conflicts. For each one, explain who is involved and what the central issue is.

Conflict 1:

Characters Involved:

Issue:

Explanation:

Conflict 2:

Characters Involved:

Issue:

Explanation:

Conflict 3:

Characters Involved:

Issue:

Explanation:

Part 2: The Magical Mayhem

The enchanted forest gets chaotic when Puck uses a magical purple flower to cast love spells on some of the
characters.

In your own words, explain how the magic creates confusion and mayhem. Be sure to mention:
- Which characters are affected

- How their relationships change because of the magic
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Part 3: Shakespearean Language
Some of the highlighted lines in the play come straight from Shakespeare’s original text. Let’s explore two of those
lines!

Highlighted Line 1:

Modern Meaning:

Highlighted Line 2:

Modern Meaning:

Part 4: Melodrama and Dramatic Choices
The author calls this version of *A Midsummer Night’'s Dream* “melodramatic.”

- What does "melodramatic” mean?

- Find a melodramatic moment!

Look through the script and find an example where the characters’ actions or dialogue are exaggerated to be funny
or over-the-top.

Describe the scene:

Why is this scene melodramatic?
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Bonus Question:
Imagine you are Bottom after he wakes up and only remembers his time with Titania as a dream. How might he

describe this strange and funny dream to Quince and the other Mechanicals?

Write a short paragraph from Bottom's perspective:

PlayingWithPlays.com




