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The Odyssey for Middle School 
(Worksheet	is	based	on	the	Playing	With	Plays	version)	

Name:	_________________________	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Date:	__________	

This	worksheet	is	based	on	the	25-minute	version	of	Playing	with	Plays	Homer’s	THE	ODYSSEY	FOR	KIDS.	Use	
your	understanding	of	this	specific	version	of	the	play	to	complete	the	activities	below.	

Part 1: Matching Characters to their Roles  
Draw	lines	to	connect	the	character	on	the	left	with	their	correct	role	or	description	of	the	play.	

1.	Odysseus												 	 	 A.	A	blind	prophet	in	Hades.	

2.	Penelope													 	 	 B.	Turns	Odysseus's	crew	into	pigs.	

3.	Telemachus									 	 	 C.	The	king	who	gives	Odysseus	a	bag	of	wind.	

4.	Cyclops														 	 	 D.	Our	hero,	who	has	been	away	for	twenty	years.	

5.	Circe																	 	 	 E.	Odysseus's	son.	

6.	Hermes															 	 	 F.	Angered	by	the	blinding	of	his	son.	

7.	Poseidon													 	 	 G.	Odysseus's	wife	dealing	with	unwanted	suitors.	

8.	Teiresias												 	 	 H.	Helps	Odysseus	by	giving	him	a	protective	herb.	

9.	Zeus																		 	 	 I.	Eats	six	of	Odysseus's	crew.	

10.	Aeolian	 	 	 	 J.	Sends	a	storm	to	destroy	Odysseus's	ship	after	his	crew	eats	a	sacred	cow.	

Part 2: Sequencing the Adventure  
Number	the	following	events	of	the	play	in	the	order	they	occur.	(1	being	the	earliest,	8	being	the	latest).	

_______	Odysseus	blinds	the	Cyclops.	

_______	The	gods	decide	Odysseus	should	be	allowed	to	go	home	from	Calypso's	island.	

_______	Odysseus	returns	home	disguised	as	a	beggar.	

_______	Circe	turns	Odysseus's	crew	into	pigs.	

_______	Odysseus's	ship	is	destroyed	after	the	crew	eats	a	sacred	cow.	

_______	Odysseus	consults	Teiresias	in	Hades.	

_______	Odysseus	is	held	captive	by	Calypso.	

_______	Odysseus	defeats	the	suitors.	
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Part 3: Short Answer Questions  
Answer	the	following	questions	based	on	the	events	of	the	play.	

1.	How	many	of	Odysseus's	crew	members	does	the	Cyclops	eat?	

2.	What	happens	when	a	crew	member	opens	the	bag	of	wind	given	to	Odysseus?	

3.	According	to	Teiresias,	what	warning	do	they	give	Odysseus	about	the	island	of	Helios?	

4.	Which	goddess	helps	Odysseus	return	home	and	what	does	she	do	to	aid	him	upon	his	arrival?	

5.	What	test	does	Penelope	propose	to	the	suitors	to	determine	whom	she	will	marry?	

Part 4: Creative Corner  
Imagine	you	are	one	of	Odysseus's	crew	members.	Write	a	short	diary	entry	describing	your	feelings	after	

surviving	the	encounter	with	either	the	Cyclops,	Circe,	or	Scylla.	Be	sure	to	mention	specific	details	from	that	part	

of	the	story.	
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Part 5: The Moral of the Story?  
Think	about	Odysseus's	long	journey	home.	Based	on	the	events	you	have	learned	about,	what	do	you	think	are	
some	of	the	important	messages	or	lessons	we	can	take	away	from	his	adventures?	Consider	his	actions,	the	
actions	of	his	crew,	and	the	consequences	they	face.	List	at	least	two	possible	morals	or	lessons	of	the	story	as	it	is	
presented	in	this	version.	

1.	________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

2.	_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

Bonus Question  
The	title	page	of	the	play	describes	it	as	'The	melodramatic	version!'	Throughout	the	play,	there	are	exaggerated	
reactions	and	humorous	moments,	such	as	the	Cyclops	complaining	about	being	resented,	the	crew's	repeated	
deaths,	and	the	puns	and	jokes,	like	the	pig-related	humor	after	Circe's	spell	is	broken.	

Why	do	you	think	the	authors	chose	to	present	this	classic	story	in	a	melodramatic	and	comedic	style	for	kids?	How	
might	this	choice	make	the	story	more	engaging	or	understandable	for	a	younger	audience?	


