Hamlet Activity Worksheet
(Worksheet is based on the Playing With Plays 25-minute version)

Name: Date:

Part 1: Who’s Who?

Match each character with their best description by drawing a line between them.

Characters Descriptions

Hamlet Two “crazy guys” sent to spy on Hamlet

Claudius Thinks Hamlet’s strange behavior means he loves her
Gertrude The ghost who wants revenge for being poisoned
Ophelia The Prince of Norway who becomes the new king
Laertes Tells Ophelia to stop dating Hamlet

Horatio Plots evil revenge with Claudius

Ghost Hamlet’s uncle - oh, | mean DAD

Polonius The easily scared friend who first sees the ghost
Rosencrantz & Guildenstern The "thinker" upset about his father’s death
Fortinbras Hamlet’s mom who drinks the wrong drink

Part 2: Finish the Famous Lines!
Fill in the blanks with the missing words from the play.

1. Hamlet says of Claudius, “A little more than and less than

2. The Ghost says Claudius killed him by pouring in his ear.

3. Hamlet wonders, “To be, or not to be, that is the
4. “The 's the thing, wherein I'll catch the conscience of the king.”

5. Ophelia says, “I'm a teenager, like 'm going to to my dad!”

6. Marcellus declares, “Something is in the state of Denmark.”

7. Claudius arranges for Hamlet’s in England.

8. Laertes plans to put on his sword tip.

9. Gertrude cries, “O my dear Hamlet. The drink, the drink, [ am 'd.”
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10. Fortinbras declares, “Sweet, [ get to be
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Part 3: True or False?
Write T for true or F for false next to each statement.

1. The play begins with Hamlet giving his "To be or not to be" speech.
2. Polonius is killed on purpose by Claudius.

3. Ophelia dies in a sword fight.

4. Rosencrantz and Guildenstern complete their secret mission.

5. Hamlet and Laertes accidentally switch swords.

6. The Ghost says “Boo!” to scare people.

7. Hamlet survives and becomes king.

8. Horatio warns Hamlet about the duel.

9. Claudius confesses after watching the play.

10. The gravediggers crack jokes before Ophelia’s funeral.

Part 4: Short Answer — Think It Through!
Answer the questions with complete thoughts.

1. Why is Hamlet so upset at the start of the play?

2. What does the Ghost tell Hamlet to do about Claudius?

3. How does Hamlet use the players (actors) to test Claudius? What happens?

4. What's the plan that Claudius and Laertes come up with to kill Hamlet?

5. What's ironic (kind of darkly funny) about how Laertes dies?
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Part 5: Put It in Order!
Number the events 1-10 in the order they happen in the play.

Hamlet accidentally kills Polonius.

Fortinbras becomes the new king.

Claudius and Laertes plan the poisoned sword fight.
Ophelia acts “wacky” after her dad dies.

The Ghost tells Hamlet the truth about his death.
Hamlet gives his “To be or not to be” speech.
Gertrude drinks the poisoned wine and dies.
Hamlet uses a play to test Claudius.

Laertes returns angry about his family.

The guards see the Ghost and go tell Hamlet.
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